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1. These Byelaws, together with the Appendices attaching to them which form part of the Byelaws, are 
made by the General Management Committee (hereafter referred to as the ‘GMC’) of the Club under 
the powers conferred upon it under the Constitution and apply equally to Men, Ladies and Juniors.

2. Amendments to these Byelaws may be made by the GMC at any time.  A Club Member may submit a  
proposal for amendment by the GMC in writing to the Secretary at any time.

3. A  copy  of  the  Byelaws  and  the  Constitution  shall  be  displayed  in  a  prominent  position  in  the 
Clubhouse.

MEMBERS

4. The playing membership shall be limited to a total of 150.  The GMC may review the maximum number 
of playing and social members from time to time.

5. Every member must pay all expenses he/she incurs in the Club by the end of the month in which they  
are incurred.

6. No member shall on any pretence take away, injure or destroy any newspaper, pamphlet, book or  
other article, which is the property of the Club, or held in trust by the Club, except on the authority of  
the GMC.

7. Out of Sussex Temporary Membership.  As of the beginning of the bowls season 2024, the cost per  
person will be £25 per month, with full access to all areas except the bar.  Members rights but non-
voting.  They can play in friendly matches but not leagues, attend social events.  Can use the bar when 
other members present.

VISITORS

8. A Member may introduce and entertain a guest at Club social events but no more than twice a year.  
However, no person whose membership of the Club has been terminated, or is at the time suspended, 
under the Club's Rules, or whose application for membership has at any time been rejected, may be 
introduced as a guest.  The introducing Member shall be responsible for his/her guest strictly observing 
all rules within the Club Constitution and Byelaws and must not leave the Club premises before his/her 
guest.

9. The introducing member must personally supervise any child guest under the age of 18.  Any official  
of the Club shall have authority to require the Member concerned to remove his/her child guest if  
behaviour is detrimental to the good running of the Club.

PREMISES

10. The Club premises shall be open at such times and on such days as decided by the GMC. Any changes 
to existing arrangements will be shown by the display of a notice in the Clubhouse. 

11. Any person damaging the premises, the furniture or other property of the Club shall make good the  
same to the satisfaction of the GMC or reimburse the full cost of the damage. 

12. No bill, notice, placard, or newspaper shall be posted or distributed in or about the Club premises  
without the permission of the GMC, or some person duly authorised by the GMC. 

13. Guide dogs shall be allowed in the Clubhouse and within the grounds of the premises.  No other 
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animals shall be allowed in the Clubhouse at any time but, at the discretion of the GMC, they may be 
allowed within the grounds of the premises.

14. Smoking (including vaping) is prohibited in any area of the Club.

FINANCE

15. The Club’s bank accounts shall be maintained at such a bank or building society as the GMC shall from  
time to time decide.  Accounts shall be in the name of “Lindfield Bowling Club” and the signatories for 
the current account shall be any one of the Chair, Secretary or Treasurer.  The club operates online  
banking with Barclays Bank and each payment instruction out of the accounts will be authorised by a 
second signatory. Another nominated person, acting in the capacity of Assistant to the Treasurer, may  
have access to, and be a signatory on, the current bank account if approved in advance by the GMC.

16. The GMC shall have authority to spend up to but not more than £5,000 on any single project.  Any  
expenditure above this limit must be referred to a general meeting of the Club   However, any legal 
fees/costs for which the Club might become liable are not subject to this limit or referral process.

CLUB BAR

17. The bar can be opened within the times permitted under the Club’s Premises Licence.

18. Only Members and visitors of legal age may (either directly or indirectly) purchase or be supplied with  
intoxicating liquor.

19. The prices of drinks and refreshments shall be prominently displayed.

20. Only drinks purchased on the premises or provided by the Club shall be consumed.

21. The GMC, or any authorised member of the Bar Sub-committee, shall have authority to refuse service 
to a Member or visitor where such service shall be either illegal or detrimental to the good running of 
the Club.

SUGGESTIONS

22. Any suggestion relating to the running of the Club must be submitted in writing to the Club Secretary  
for consideration by the GMC.

RUBBISH

23. All litter must be deposited in the appropriate receptacles and must never be thrown on  the floor, in 
the ditches, on the green or on the surrounds of the green.

24.   The rubbish bags for general waste (when full) shall be placed in the outside general rubbish bin.  Glass 
bottles shall be placed in the outside bottle bins.  Cardboard boxes (broken down) and cans (crushed)  
shall be placed in the mixed recycling bins.  The outside bins are in an outside storage area and shall be 
put out inside the top gate for collection on the allotted day.  Once collected, they should be moved  
back to the storage area.  Internal collection bins shall be cleaned regularly after emptying into the 
larger bins.
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APPENDIX A - GENERAL PLAY

1. All games shall be played under Bowls England and Sussex County Bowls rules.

2. There is a bowls etiquette and politeness to be observed towards opponents and colleagues, to and 
from markers, umpires and officials and between players and spectators.

3. The Green Sub-committee shall arrange rink settings and determine whether the green is fit for play.

4. Play is generally not permitted before 10.00am.  The greenmay be occasionally closed for Maintenance 
when there are no rinks reserved however, advanced warning will be given to all members.

5. Rinks for matches will be allocated by the Club Captains and drawn for each game of play.  County  
and National competitions take priority.

6. Roll-ups of singles, pairs or triples may be converted into pairs, triples or fours respectively on request 
from other Members wishing to play.  Rinks cannot be booked for roll-ups.

7. In roll-ups the mat should be taken up the green to save wear and tear.

8. Consumption of food or drink on the green is prohibited.  The Green Sub-committee or any GMC 
member shall have the authority to require any offender to leave the green.

GREEN FEES

9. Casual use of the green by friends and/or family of Full Members is allowed, subject to the following:  
a) casual use means up to a maximum of 4 sessions per season  b) each session is a maximum of 2 hours  
c) at least one Full Playing Member must be on the green with, and take responsibility for, the casual  
player  d) Club members always take preference over casual players  e) a session charge is payable to 
cover green fees, hire of equipment and administration, this charge being publicised in the Clubhouse 
and reviewed annually.

10. Members of the public have the right to use the green under conditions agreed with MSDC.  Advance  
booking of a rink is required, and the appropriate green fee is payable.  Apart from a match fee or 
external competition fee set from time to time by the GMC, playing Members may use the green  
without payment of separate green fees.

DRESS

11. The dress code varies by the game being played (refer to the Club Fixture Book for assistance).

a) For Roll-up and Monday and Friday league matches:
Casual wear

b) For Inter-club Friendly matches:
Club shirts and navy trousers, crops, skirts or shorts.  

c) For Club competitions:
White shirts and navy trousers, crops, skirts or shorts for the rounds.  Club shirts and navy trousers, 
crops, skirts or shorts for the finals.

d) For  inter-club league matches (such as Mid Sussex, John Spriggs, Border League, Nellie Mercer, 
Nicholas Soames):
Club shirts and navy trousers, crops, skirts or shorts.  

e) For County and National competitions:
a). Individual entries : Club/County shirts and navy trousers, crops, skirts or navy shorts
b). Club entries (e.g Top Club, Double Fours): Club/County shirts and navy trousers, crops, skirts or 
navy shorts
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12. No person is permitted to use the green unless wearing regulation bowls shoes or overshoes.  Sandals  
are not permitted as stated in Bowls England Regulations.  This includes markers.

13. Any Club official shall have the authority to require anyone improperly dressed to leave the green.

BOWLS

14. The date stamped on the bowls must conform to Bowls England rules.  This only applies in the latter 
stages of County and National Competitions, not ordinary club play/matches.

APPENDIX B - CLUB COMPETITION RULES

1. Entrants for Club competitions must guarantee their availability for Finals Days, which are fixed as the 
Sunday and Monday of the August Bank Holiday weekend.  Finals Days matches must be played on 
these days unless disrupted by rain or unless such a match involves a player who is competing at  
Leamington – in which case the outstanding Finals matches will be played the following week on the  
“reserve” Finals Day.  Please also consider the number of competitions you enter.

2. Handicaps are set by the Competition Secretary/ies.

3. Draws for the competitions shall take place by the Competition Secretaries in April/May.

4. All matches in all rounds of each competition shall be played by the due date.  Only in exceptional  
circumstances (eg illness) will the Competition Secretary/ies consider the possibility of any extension 
to any due date.  Please try not to leave arranging your game too close to the closing date of that  
round.

5. Substitutes for competitions may only be used in exceptional circumstances and only in the first round 
played (this could be second round if the player or team had a bye in the first round).  If a player is  
unable to play in a subsequent round, other than in the final, then the player or team will forfeit the  
match.  Should a player not be able to play in the final, then the player or team they played in the semi-
final will take their place.  Substitute players will be nominated by the Competition Secretaries only.

6. The challenger (first person listed for the match) shall book a rink and, for singles games, arrange a  
marker (preferably not a family member but must be a Full Playing Member of the Club).  The challenger 
shall contact their opponent and offer three dates.  If your opponent is a worker, one of the days must 
be a weekend and another must an evening.  If you haven’t been contacted by the challenger one week 
before the closing date of that round, please contact them yourselves.

7. Dress rules – see item 11 in APPENDIX A

8. Rinks must be drawn for play.

9. In  all  matches each player will  have four  bowls unless  otherwise stated,  and the formats are as  
follows:

a) Men's / Ladies' Championship
Winner is first player to 21 shots.
The Championship winners get an automatic entry into the following season's Sussex County 
Champion of Champions and Mid-Sussex Champion of Champions competitions.  If they wish to 
enter the National Champion of Champions competition the qualifying member pays the entry 
fee

b) Men's / Ladies' Backbone Singles
Winner is first player to 21 shots.
Open to Members who have not won a Lindfield singles competition in the last 5 years.

c) Men's / Ladies Handicap Singles
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Winner is first player to 21 shots.
Each entrant will have a handicap and the scoreboard is set to reflect this at the start of the game. 
For example, a 6 handicap vs a 2 handicap the scoreboard will read 4-0 before a bowl has been 
delivered, as in the handicap pairs.

d) Men's Two Wood Singles
Winner is first player to 21 shots.
Played with two woods using a 'Roving jack' ie bowling to the jack without straightening it and 
bowls  must  finish  within  one  yard  of  the  jack,  otherwise  they  are  dead  bowls.  Marker  not  
obligatory.

e) Men's Veterans Singles
Winner is first player to 21 shots.
Open to men who have reached the age of 70 on or before April 1st of the current year.

f) Men’s 100 Up Singles
Same format as the Butfoy (see below).

g) Men's Handicap Pairs
Entrants are divided into leads and skips and then drawn for partners.  Match is played over 18 
ends or 4 hours, with an extra end as necessary if the scores are tied.  Each pair is allocated a  
combined handicap by adding the two singles handicaps together.
Before the game starts the scoreboard is set to reflect the handicap difference  eg if Bill and Ben 
have a combined handicap of  12,  and their  opponents have a combined handicap of  8,  the 
scoreboard will read 4-0 before a bowl has been delivered.

h) Ladies' Two Wood Singles
Match consists of 21 ends with the winner being the player with the higher score.
Extra end played if scores are tied after 21 ends.

i) Ladies' 100 Up Singles
Same format as the Butfoy (see below).

j) Ladies' Pairs
Entrants are divided into leads and skips and then drawn for partners.
Rounds played over 18 ends or 4 hours, whichever occurs first, with extra ends as necessary if  
scores are tied.  The final is 18 ends and no time limit, with extra ends as necessary if scores are  
tied.

k) Whetstone Cup  (Two Wood Mixed Triples)
Mixed competition in which entrants are divided into Leads, 2s and Skips and then drawn for 
teams.  Play consists of 15 ends, with only one to be scored on each of the first two ends.  This  
competition will be played on fixed dates unless mutually agreed by the players of that particular  
game.

l) 'Butfoy' Mixed Singles
10 points available on each end, which are applied in order (4 for shot, 3 for second, 2 for third  
and 1 for fourth).  Shot wood takes the jack. Winner is the player who reaches 100 first.  This 
means, for example, if Player A is on 94 points and Player B is on 96 points at the start of the end  
and, after all the bowls have been delivered in the next end, Player B scores shot (4 points, making 
100) then the rest of the points are not awarded even though Player A might have had second, 
third and fourth shots (6 points).
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The 'Butfoy' competition is open to Members of the Club who have not won a Lindfield singles 
competition in the last five years.

m) Mixed / 'Drawn' Pairs
Pairs are drawn randomly.  "Mixed" pairings cannot be guaranteed - sometimes it might be two 
men, or two ladies.  Played in the “Aussie Pairs” 2-4-2 format, so that players skip alternate ends.  
No visiting of the head, this being the standard ruling in Aussie Pairs format.
This competition is played over  15 ends or 4 hours, whichever occurs first with extra ends as 
necessary if scores are tied.  

Any queries/clarification please speak to the competition secretaries – Kath Honeysett and Peter 
Colbourne, prior to the game being played.


